The purpose of this research study is to understand how people who are not professional biologists think about animal behaviour. We will be surveying college students from a number of different classrooms at the University of Pittsburgh and ask them to complete a brief (approximately 5 minutes) questionnaire.  If you are willing to participate, our questionnaire will ask about background (e.g., age, gender).  There are no foreseeable risks associated with this project, nor are there any direct benefits to you. Students younger than 18 are not eligible to participate.
This is an entirely anonymous questionnaire, and so your responses will not be identifiable in any way.  All responses are confidential, and results will be kept under lock and key.  Your participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw from this project at any time.  This study is being conducted by Edouard Machery, who can be reached at 412.524.5883, if you have any questions.

Please, read carefully the story on the next page. After the story, answer the question by circling what you take to be the best answer. 
Once you have circled the answer, please answer the few questions about your background on the following page.

Many thanks for your participation!

Birdsong is one of the most intensively studied aspects of animal behaviour. Since the 1950s scientists have used recordings and sound spectograms to uncover the structure and function of birdsong. Neuroscientists have investigated in great detail the areas of the brain that allow birds to develop and produce their songs. Other scientists have done ecological fieldwork to study what role song plays in the lives of different birds.  

Sarkar's Sparrow (Aimophila sarkarii) is one of the many species of American sparrow. It is found in Mexico and south-west Texas. Historically, it was more widely distributed in the southwestern USA, but its range has contracted as a result of overgrazing by livestock. Studies on Sarkar's sparrow show that the song an adult male produces depends on which songs they hear when they are young. Studies also show that different males in this species sing different songs. Furthermore, close observations of these birds reveal that the males’ song is not used to attract mates nor to defend territories. Scientists therefore agree that the bird's song has no real function, like the appendix in humans.
On a 7-point scale, 1 meaning strongly disagree and 7 meaning strongly agree, how would you respond to the following statement?

“The song of the male Sarkar’s Sparrow is innate.”
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Biographical information

Age   _____________

Gender 

male 
 female


Are you a native speaker of English   yes   no 

Approximately how many university level biology courses have you taken  ____

Approximately how many university level psychology courses have you taken ____

On a 7-point scale, 1 meaning strongly disagree and 7 meaning strongly agree, how strongly do you agree or disagree with the following statement: 

"Much of human behaviour can be understood as part of our biological nature."
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