
The purpose of this research study is to understand people’s intuitions about pains. We will ask 
you to read a short vignette and answer a question about it. If you are willing to participate, we 
will ask about your background (e.g., age, gender). There are no foreseeable risks associated 
with this project. People younger than 18 are not eligible to participate. 
 
This is an entirely anonymous questionnaire, and so your responses will not be identifiable in any 
way. All responses are confidential, and results will be kept under lock and key. Your 
participation is voluntary, and you may withdraw from this project at any time. This study is 
being conducted by Justin Sytsma (jms124@pitt.edu). 
 
Please, read carefully the text on the next page. Answer the question after the text by circling 
what you take to be the correct answer; then please briefly explain your answer in the space 
provided. Once you have done this, please answer the few questions about your background on 
the last page. 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks for your participation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2

It is common for people who have been badly injured and are in ongoing pain to report being distracted 
from the pain by an interesting conversation, an intense movie, or a good book. Afterwards, the person 
will often reflect that for a period of time they hadn’t noticed any pain at all! In such a situation, do 
you think that the injured person still had the pain and was just not feeling it at the moment? Or, that 
there was no pain during that period? 
 
 
 
 1                    2                    3                    4                    5                    6                    7 
  
 
 
 
  
 
Please briefly explain your answer: 
 
 
 

Clearly in Pain, 
But not Feeling It 

Clearly not 
In Pain 

 

Not Sure 
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Biographical Information 
 
 
Age:   _____________ 
 
Gender:  male    female  
 
What is your native language? (The language you speak at home) _____________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Please, answer the appropriate statements: 
 
I have completed some graduate work in philosophy, or I have completed an undergraduate major in 
philosophy or I am completing an undergraduate major in philosophy: 
yes   no  
 
How many courses have you taken in philosophy?  0 1-2 3-4 5+ 

 
I have completed some graduate work in psychology, or I have completed an undergraduate major in 
psychology or I am completing an undergraduate major in psychology: 
yes   no  
 
How many courses have you taken in psychology?  0 1-2 3-4 5+ 

 

I have completed some graduate work in neuroscience, or I have completed an undergraduate major in 
neuroscience or I am completing an undergraduate major in neuroscience: 
yes   no  
 
How many courses have you taken in neuroscience?  0 1-2 3-4 5+ 

 
 

 

 

 

Have you taken this survey before?  Yes     No   

 


