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Acknowledgments & Note on the Text

This is the text of a talk given on October 14, 1994, at the University of Pittsburgh in 
the Department of Philosophy’s  Graduate Student Colloquium.  The paper was written 
for a seminar given Fall 1987 by Wilfried Sieg (CMU Philosophy) and Ken Manders 
(Pittsburgh Philosophy), and was completed August 1988.  Some minor revisions were 
made in Fall 1994 to prepare it as a talk.  

The reader is warned that the paper has not been brought up-to-date to 2002 as far as 
other philosophers’s work.  Though my intention in presenting it and circulating it 
for comments in 1994 was to develop it for publication, a number of other 
philosophers have since written major papers on the topic of making sense of 
Frege’s view in the Frege-Hilbert correspondence.  As it seemed to me the moment of 
timeliness for making the paper’s main point had passed, I did not attempt to publish 
it.  I am making it available via e-print now (2002) in its embryonic form 
nevertheless, as it may be useful to some as a short and accessible introduction to the 
topic.  Thanks to Aldo Antonelli, who encouraged me to publish it way back in 1994, 
and to Jamie Tappenden for citing it in spite of its being unpublished, in his 
forthcoming “Frege on Axioms, Indirect Proof and Independence Arguments in 
Geometry:  Did Frege Reject Independence Arguments?”.
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